
In memoriam

Milojko Kova~evi} (1952-2013)

It has been al most a year since Mr Milojko Kova~evi} has passed away at his work place, on July 
3rd, 2013, on duty, as al ways. At the time, Mr Milojko Kova~evi} was the head of the Ra di a tion and En vi -
ron men tal Pro tec tion De part ment of the Vin~a In sti tute of Nu clear Sci ences in Bel grade, serv ing as a
long time pres i dent of the Yu go slav Ra di a tion Pro tec tion As so ci a tion and mem ber of the Ed i to rial board
of the Nu clear Tech nol ogy and Ra di a tion Pro tec tion jour nal.

Milojko was born on June 8th, 1952, in Vrn~ani, Serbia. He stud ied phys ics at the Uni ver sity of
Bel grade where he grad u ated in 1977, even tu ally earn ing a M. Sc. de gree at the School of Elec tri cal En gi -
neer ing. Upon grad u a tion in 1978, he joined the Ra di a tion and En vi ron men tal Pro tec tion De part ment of
the Vin~a In sti tute of Nu clear Sci ences in Bel grade where, over the fol low ing 30 years, he de voted him self 
to the pro mo tion and ad vance ment of cal i bra tion and me trol ogy in ion iz ing ra di a tion do sim e try. For de -
cades, he was the head of the Sec ond ary Stan dard Do sim e try Lab o ra tory and head of the Ra di a tion and
En vi ron men tal Pro tec tion De part ment of the Vinca In sti tute of Nu clear Sci ences. Health phys ics and the
safe use and ap pli ca tion of ion iz ing ra di a tion were the other two prin ci pal fo cuses of his life long re search
ef forts, doc u mented by more than 100 sci en tific pub li ca tions in peer-re viewed sci en tific jour nals and nu -
mer ous con fer ence pro ceed ings.

At the start of his pro fes sional ca reer at the De part ment of Ra di a tion and En vi ron men tal Pro tec -
tion of the Vin~a In sti tute of Nu clear Sci ences, Milojko Kova~evi} headed a re search pro gram per tain ing
to the me trol ogy of ion iz ing ra di a tion, novel both to the na tional and in ter na tional sci en tific com mu nity.
The re search fo cused on the me trol ogy of the dose of ion iz ing ra di a tion and main te nance of cor re spond -
ing sec ond ary and pri mary stan dards. Never will ing to con fine his sci en tific cu ri os ity to a sin gle pro gram
or field, Milojko also played a piv otal role in in sti gat ing re search of the pos si ble ef fects of ion iz ing ra di a -
tion on dif fer ent ma te ri als, such as semi con duc tors and op ti cal fi bers and  the de vel op ment of new types of 
dosimeters.

From day one of his ca reer, Milojko never wa vered from his goal to con trib ute to the de vel op -
ment of do sim e try and ra di a tion pro tec tion in Ser bia. He was widely ad mired as a fair, sym pa thetic, and
un der stand ing leader, al ways in touch with the con cerns, as pi ra tions, and work ing con di tions of all “Lab”
em ploy ees, at the same time firm in set ting up strict ra dio log i cal pro tec tion stan dards in Ser bia.

Among his friends and col leagues, Milojko will for ever be re mem bered for his long stand ing in -
tel lec tual stew ard ship of re search, col lab o ra tion, and in ter na tional dis course on ra di a tion pro tec tion and
do sim e try is sues. He had a rare gift for di plo macy, el e gance, and grace, cou pled with a ra zor-sharp mind,
al ways striv ing to im prove safety stan dards and avid in en cour ag ing his ju niors to un der take sci en tific re -
search and pub lish their find ings. Those of us who have worked with him will re mem ber him as a car ing
and kind man who served his fel lows well and, above all, a man who has taught us that life should be fun.

His pass ing away is a co los sal loss for the gen eral sci en tific com mu nity, in par tic u lar for the ra -
di a tion pro tec tion com mu nity in Ser bia.
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